
Additional Wikipedia Based 
Features

• This feature fires when both strings redirect 
or lead directly to the same Wikipedia page.

• Examples:
– U.S. and Untied States redirect to United States
– President Clinton redirects to Bill Clinton
– Irish Potato Famine redirects to Great Irish Famine



Aliases
• This feature takes advantages of the links in 

Wikipedia’s articles:
“Perot was not a fan of President George H. 
W. Bush and vigorously opposed …”
“The device was hurriedly put together in an 
attempt to find the bullet in the body of U.S. 
President James Garfield.”

• Both “U.S. President” and “President” link to 
the article “President of the United States”.



Aliases

• This feature also introduces some 
noise: “British” links to “United States” 
somewhere in Wikipedia.

• To solve this problem, matches are 
weighted by how frequently the string 
links to a page; “British” links to “Britain” 
far more often than “United States”.



Lists

• This feature 
takes advantage 
of Wikipedia’s list 
pages.  If X 
belongs to a list 
of Ys, X is 
assumed to be a 
type of Y.



Gender
• When identifying the gender of a proper 

name, we compare the counts of male and 
female pronouns in the name’s Wikipedia 
article to determine the gender.  



Additional Examples

• Alias:
– “Body” - “Corpse”
– “Clinton” - “President Clinton”

• Redirect:
– “Lewinsky” - “Monica Lewinsky”

• Gender:
– “Bono” - Male
– “Khun Sa” - Male



Results (ACE-02 BNews)

Recall Precision F-Score

Baseline 51.2% 69.9% 59.1%
WikiCats 56.8% 68.0% 61.9%
WikiOther 56.5% 67.9% 61.7%
All 60.7% 65.4% 63.0%



Results (ACE-02 NWire)

Recall Precision F-Score

Baseline 49.9% 68.5% 57.8%
WikiCats 57.6% 63.5% 60.4%
WikiOther 56.8% 63.6% 60.0%
All N/A N/A N/A



Results (ACE-02 NPaper)

Recall Precision F-Score

Baseline 54.9% 73.3% 62.7%
WikiCats 59.7% 68.4% 63.7%
WikiOther 59.8% 68.5% 63.9%
All 64.1% 67.7% 65.8%
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