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Abstract 
Most of the states in this country are now using some form of electronic voting in 
public elections. However, in many cases, the machines in use were designed 
poorly, developed hastily and are insecure. In this talk, we will examine some of 
the modern voting systems, describe the pitfalls, as well as what can be done to 
improve things. There are some interesting scientific problems that need to be 
solved before fully electronic voting can be viable, if it is even possible. To that 
end, we received funding from the NSF to establish the ACCURATE center, 
headquartered at Johns Hopkins. I will describe the activities of the center and 
highlight several of the research projects that are ongoing. Finally, the talk will 
describe some of the policy and political challenges to improving election 
systems. 
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